The Epistle to the Romans    Study 3

Introduction (Part 3)

Romans 1: 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; 

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

Paul’s Concern for the church in Rome
Although Paul did not found the church in Rome, he clearly had a very pastoral heart.  This was manifested by his loving concern for that church.  He thanked the Lord for their faith which was spoken of throughout the world (world refers to the Roman Empire).  Note:  In the fullness of time (Galatians 4:4) Christ came.  The timing was right in that the Roman Empire was under one rule.  This made travel from one country to another in the Empire much easier.  Besides, the Romans also built good roads which facilitated ease of travel.)
1. How did Paul show his concern for the church in Rome? (See verses 8-11)?  What can we learn from this great servant of the Lord?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What does verse 12 tell us about Paul?  Why is this quality so important? (Read: James 4:10;  1 Peter 5:5,6; Proverbs 16:18)   What must we do so that we will always display this quality?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Look at verse 13.  Was Paul’s desire to visit Rome just all talk or was he really sincere?  Rom 15:22-26.  When you are hindered from serving, what reasons do you have?  What would you say to the Lord on the day of reckoning? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What does verse 14 tell us about his self-perception in bringing the Gospel to the Greeks (those educated in Greek learning and trained in Greek culture) and to the Barbarians (those who did not have the education of the ‘Greek’)?  First consider this self-perception with respect to his calling by the Lord, when the Lord appeared to him.  Next consider this self-perception with respect to those desperately in need of help (compare with house on fire).

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How do you perceive yourself with respect to sharing the Gospel?  What will be the result in the church if everybody has that self-perception?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Why did Paul feel this urgent need to minister to the folks in Rome?  Think on this line: What would false teachers accuse him of teaching with regards to the law of Moses?  What would the false Jewish teachers teach concerning Paul’s standing of being a Jew?  What would they accuse Paul’s teaching on grace and licence?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How needful is it that we have this same protective spirit as that of the Apostle Paul?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Paul’s Confidence Concerning the Gospel
6. Why was Paul not ashamed of the Gospel?  (Verses 15 & 16)
Reason 1 (Whose Gospel?)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Reason 2 (What Power?)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Reason 3 (What Result?)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Why are we not sharing the Gospel as we should?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Romans 1:17, "For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith."  The Gospel reveals God’s righteousness.  This righteousness from start to finish is by faith.  Paul quotes from Habakkuk 2:4, "Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith."  How many kinds of religion are there is in the world?  What are they?  How do you know that you are living by faith?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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